CHAPTER VII
1924: ZAGHLUL'S YEAR
(TRIUMPH, DISASTER, ECLIPSE)
THE year 1924 in Egypt was the year of Zaghlul.
Its beginning saw him supreme in Egypt save for
the watchful power of Great Britain in the back-
ground.   That power he believed he could neutralize by
negotiation with the newly formed Labour Government
in England.   The passing of the year showed him in his
true capacity as a demagogue with power to inflame the
crowd but without courage or wisdom to control it; as a
jealous  ruler  without  capacity  for  statesmanship  or
administration; as a suspicious and narrow negotiator
with no talent for compromise.   His downfall, inevitable
sooner or later from these defects, was hastened towards
the end of the year by a crime for which his failure to
control his followers was largely responsible.   The year
ended with his virtual elimination as the central figure
he had been for so long in Egyptian politics, though his
name still retained its power with the people.   The first
native rale attempted in Egypt for some thousands of
years had been tried in the balance and found wanting.
The year opened with the Yehia Ministry still in
power but completely subservient to the will of King
Fuad. That astute monarch^ seeing a Zaghlulist victory
at the polls inevitable, now openly favoured the Wafd. He
had hopes, nevertheless, of a strong opposition element
belonging to the landowner class, from which nucleus
would spring in time a 'King's party'. January 12 was,the
day filed for the first elections to Egypt's new Parliament,
On January 7 Allenby, thinking it wise to be absent
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